PROGRESS   OR   RETROGRESSION?
embracing the State. Not yet had a sense of loyalty and duty
to the nation arisen to surmount the differences between tribes-
men and townsmen, between Sunm and Shi% and between
Muslims and minority communities or to replace personal
opportunism. Patriotism still denoted independence without
obligations to the State.
In his impatience with these materials at hand for the
creation of the new State, King Faisal may have gone farther
than he was justified in attempting to mould the political
institutions to his own will. On the other hand, it seems possible
that had he not assumed the role of a benevolent despot, the
political system of'Iraq might have faltered and even collapsed
entirely and the stable government insisted upon by the League
of Nations as one of its criteria of 'Iraq's readiness for indepen-
dence1 would have been absent in 1932. It is equally probable
that without King Faisal's guiding influence, supported by
Great Britain, the 'Iraqi people in their impatience would have
refused to agree to the obligations imposed by Great Britain as
the price of her assistance. In the latter circumstance, Great
Britain would have been forced to resume direct control or to
withdraw from 'Iraq. Either course would undoubtedly have
retarded for many years the entrance of Iraq into the League of
Nations and her acceptance as a member of the international
community.
Upon the accession of King Ghazi I, September gth, 1933,
the young King, barely turned twenty-one and not less of a
Nationalist nor less mindful of his position than his father,
attempted to use the immense popularity he had acquired as the
result of his openly displayed approval of the campaign against
the Assyrians,3 to exert the power of the crown and to take the
reins of control into his own hands, after the example of his late
father. The Prime Minister, Rashid CA1! al Gailani, although
1 Official Journal, November, 1931, pp. 2057 ff.
a The Times, September ist, nth, 1933. * Iraqi-Assyrian relations are held
to be outside the scope of this study. See Survey of International Affairs, 1934
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